"" SHORT' 


[HISTORY © 


THE 


_ Life and Death 
The ACT made 


The 35th of Elgabeth , Cap. 1. 
INTITULED, | 
An AR to retain the Queen's Majeſties Subje&s in their 
due Obedience. 


T———  _ wv _ -— —-— - — — 


AS ALS. 
The ACT commotily called 


The :Conventicle Act, 


Made the 16th of His preſent Majeſty, K. Cha. 24d. 
'INTITULED, 


An Act to Prevent and Suppreſs Seditious C n——_— 


eee _—— CCC 


——_—— 


WHEREIN 


[t plainly appearsby the ſeveral Records, 


Thar botii the ſaid 4CT S are Expired, 
And have no FORCE 


LAW. 
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Publiſh d for Satisfaftion of His Majeſties Proteſtant Subjefts ; 
. W. 
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/ ondon, Prigted for Thomas Fox, at the Sign of the Angel, i in Teſt 
minſter-Hall, 168t. 
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A Short HISTORY 
Of the Life and Death of the Statutes of the 35th. 0. Eliz. 
: And 16. K. C.24. againſt Conventicles, &«. 


© The INTRODUCTION. 
I Make no doubt, bur this Paper will 


— 


| — 


—— 


- meer wikh much oppotition, eſpeci- 
ally from ſuch as are willing, theſe 
Lawsſhould be pur in execution,againſt 
Difſenting Proteſtants ; but the Anthor 
confidering the milſeries ſuch an Act Gf 
it were in force) might bring , upon His 
Majeſties good and peaceable Subjects, 
and being fully and clearly convinced in 
his Conſcience, that the A& of the 35th. 
of 2. El. 15not in force,thought it his du- 
ty to the publick, to ſtate the Caſe as 1n 
TFruch it hes, without partiality , and 
there leave itto all Reatnable en. tO 
Confider and Determine the Matter,as 
they ſhall find juſt Cauſe and Reafon : 
And hopes that upon a juſt Enquiry if 


-they ſhall find him Miſtake: the Caſe. 


ſome abler Perſon will better inform him 


and the V Vorld ;- in the mean time he 


hopes the Integrity arid Honeſty of the 
Cauſe;will receive no prejudice fromthe 
plainneſs and illaw-like 'Terms,made ule 


of by him 1n the following Lines. 
Therefore 


FL - 


FEY 
=7- Herefore to come to the Matter wichout fur- 

ther delay, the Reader muſt take notice the Act 
made the 35 of Eliz. ep.1. which is Intituled an Aa 
to retain the Queens Majeſties Subjects 1n their due Q- 
bedience, was only a Temporary Act, as appears 


plainly by the laſt clauſe of the Chapter, Viz. 


TD 
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nert Segsſions of Parliament 


Rot. 3s 


Eliz This Parliament began the 19th. Day of Febraary, 
in the 35 of the Queen, and was Diflolved the 10th of 
April tollowing. 


(The next Parliament that followed , ( which 

£*-3-- ended the Sesfions mentioned in that Act of the 35, ) 

began the 24th of Ofob. in the 39th Year of the Queen, 

and there continued until the Diſſolution thereof, 

which was the 9th of February next following the 
Year 1597, as by the Roll appears. 


See 35 E In this Seffions this Act was Revived with divers 
«2.25. gthers, by an Act Intituled, 4n 4@ for the og, 
continuance, perfeFing and repealing divers Statutes; which 
Enadts that the 35 of Elig. ſhall continue and endure 
in form and Effect until the end of the next Parha- 


The 


(33 
The nex * Pat tament' begariths' > Sch of Offober ig 115. 14 
the 43 of Elizabeth; and conciniied - unci}: the'Dif lick 
{olution ther. of, being the x gthi- of Deternder- then Vide Rot. 
next following, 1601: 4s appears by the Rollo 1g 48 
in this Settion the- 35" of *Bliz; is again” ny 
ved, with others, by S Scacute Entituled, Aft "AF Cap. 9. Se. 
for continuing divers Statutes, and Repeal; of, "lm others; 
which enacts, That the ſame. be. .continuedang 5% $ee. 27. 
main in torce, until the end of. the; Ari belhopigt 
the nex; Parliament, | ...': .. ib viody bns bas 
' The next Sellion. of -Partiament,. :bapan.,c f nk 
by of March in the firſt year 0 of King James 
ended that Scſ{ion the 7h of Jub 3604. _ jen Vid. Rot. 
by the Roll. 0/1 Uo ob 27 
The 35 of Eliz; again compbinG m his Scllion 1 fo hel 
among. divers others, :by the' A& 'Inticuled An 4 ** 
for continuing 'and reviving of divers $ rfubes] and: on 
F) 


repealing divers others. t x70 
Which Statute enaQts, the fame ſhall bs continuv s. -4, 
ed, and remain in force until the: ent ofiche'firſt £2,257 14 
Seflion of the: next: Parliament ou ni Mon 
The :ſecond ind: next 'Selfion'ot- Partizndzz thas fe. Fats 
gan and holden by. Prorogatiorn the 5 th - day'of- Na 
ember, in the: Third of King Fomes,: 20 phddhirihe 
27h of May next;: and \ was cher nog td ith? 
18th of Nov. 1666: mnt 3 aa ftach wid jo Þ 
Now obferve, : that: in'this Seffion there's 1d 
Reviver or: Continaance of che ix5tly of "Ez thete” 
jore:it abſolutely ceaked, 'and/)Whs:'not0iffforcel !but 
as it the ſame had never been. ."r19cet 
The next Partiment'begaw fromv the” laſt Proto- See the Roi 
gation :ot tie 18th of Aovunden in"che Foarth of #7 
King [ames, and chded.that Sefton: the:orh<dayiof 


7uly 1607. and theniprorogaqt until the barb aby 
of N ovember following. 
B The 


| * - | 
Se the kan | The next Parliament, being the Fourth Seſſions, 
744%: began aud holden by -Prorogation the 1gth day 
.- of Febryary in the . Seventh year of King 7ames, 
- and continyed until the 23d of July, and then pro- 
rpgyed. until the | t.6th 'of Oficber next following, 
$52 v4 87 610+. | | 


"In af which ſeveral Seffions there was no man- 
.-: f-ner of Continudnce or Revivor of the 35th of Eli- 
Zabeth. So it is moſt plain, the AR was expi- 
red, and wholly diſcontinued from the 27th of 
May, inthe Third of King Fames to the 21th of 


Ls 


King cFames. 
221 JiV £5 3 $6 47 ; 
ye the Wh Now the next Parliament that makes any menti- 
2 f«. ..-,0n,,0f theiz5 of Eliz, was:the Parliament which be- 
the 19th day Bf: February in the 2xth: of King 
- and:vas. continued tothe; 2gth day of May 
following, and then prorogued:4ill the ſtcond day 
1: Ofc Newember [162 41) OO Oo nn © don, 

It 74:28. \hinotbizSeſfion it is Enacted by the Siatme in- 
tituled, An Af for continuing and reviving of ti- 
:* : 01 fs Stetwbtes;: 4nd repeal: of druers' others ; in which 
is\/ingluded :[ the 135th :of Eliz, this Clauſe; viz. 
«+ ſhall; by Vertue-of this AR; -be adjudged ever 
s,fince the- Seffien of Parliament -in the 7th year 
_. © of his Majeſtics Reign of England, to have been 
« of ſuch; Force and Effect, as: the ſamie were the 
«. laft:; day of that Seſſion, ;and -from thenceforth un- 
6 til the end of the firſt Seſſion - of the next  Parlia- 

ment. ; 
-1 1 2 - Which. /Clauſe-in' the AR at, firſt ſeems as if the 
"fame 353th of Eliz. were again revived, but conti- 
der: the: words as they lye, and it cannct” be 1o 
adjudged ;\ which appears plainly thus : 


7 | Wo + You 


SA 
You, have - obſerved, . as above is hinted, the laſt 
Reviyor .of that Starute was by ther ' Fac. cap. 25. 
to continue to the end of the ;firſt Seſfion of <6 
rext Parliament; which Seſfion, meant and expreſs, 
«as the ſecond Seſſion in King Fames his Reign, 
and: began the .'5rh-of November” in. the 'Third. of 
chat King, and ended that Seffion the 2oth of May 
next, and then the Statute of the - of Elizabeth 
caley, 1 moſk, plain, becauſe , that, 1 21l. . that 
Sefſt $ Zatobi, it was never revived ; ſo'that 
the Seffion 7h. began and ended jon 2tgf 
"of in this Sang of the 200 


w lie op Cd 
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 R4OG 3 TORE it; Ps 4 Ele 
inning 


was in _— either Os ed "I 
Sell the; mh}, of. King, = in 
chis Jak _ _ when: it: is: pl4ing that'2ic 
WS Fan ny long befare2. 1f-fo, then this Srature 
ct 21: Zacobi: can no: way ({&! it! up again; tor this 

the 27,07 Kin ;.7ames Oficly: {ets up” ſuch-25 was 
10 force.in. that Seſſion of the 7h of King fins, da 
no, ST , 


Wy ry 


in the 


h, tl 


\ In the next Parliament, 
en, Wo yrs ſter, the r$th i day. of 
irſt of King Charkes, divers Ads: I 


un 1c. c 17: 
Roll . 


x Care grim. 


make it' a Sefjon ; bas, by a ſpecial Bill paſſed>in 


the ſame Parliarnent, it was EnaQted, viz. 
© all Sratures and 'ARts of Parliamierit [which "ard ro 
« have 'tontinuahes "urito the cd 'of" rlifs. pre 
& Selſjon, ſhall be of full forte after che fad 


<« Jjournment, until this preſent Seſſion be fully” end 
& ed and determined, vg. 


« And 


So 


ER * 
1is{So\it iwnledr; i atl.edarinued-tiow"as/ "IC was' left 
| the. ar;otKing: Jong, -bur* chis- 6f-the 35. ey 'Eliz, 
_— ;NOt' nn YE \ D Ap 3 03 


t "The pox -Þ zcliamgnc began: the _ of March 

1 1567 | Third. .of- Gar, prin, and; continued 

pits x6 of une following, in which Farliamenc 
VAL 0RCS, fliggs Starutes.. ; 632 BK! | 


z Car. C.4- eli 1thont che reſt, an, Ae wr V Att 
io? Fepeal'a amine of divers Statites:; 5 Mong 
Se. 22, alk. s"rn hed," the' 35th of Elizy w h lan 
ids wy | ByVerue of 422 & That 'be-a 
©Enin aſt the End: of "i k.21 fon «\ > 
x fament; m Forc E. a the. ſame 
by Ter day of the Vo Mo Parliament 
Iden in the firſt year; 6 by Aeig n of our, Sove. 
ti Lord the King 1 thr naw'is., 4 L 


LE ; "2. D103 39 :51 
* All:which canndr, : -jnd the —_ be \cotifrred fo 
yevive and)Er-iup the 1ygrh of "Elizabeth, for this 
inforces! ib more than lwhar was iti Jes the Firſt 
of) Eat, prinp.; qndj if'the" 3 5rh of Elizabeth were 
aut the'Fhirdof: King-Fames, ant} nor” 1n ' force the 
{mh off King James/\'35-is beforei made appear, ' then 
ſure no man will ſay the 35th of Elizabeth was 
31 - 121 cnoforcernoher, Firſt : ofiK. 'Chnrles- the- Firſt; . fo that 
al 2: 38hiy 96 che'-Thinth of 'Carc11v"eall have-'no" force 
or —_— erevibe.t what vas i long before 


ae” rq lid | 6 | 
»rrl:! y 


o i 2k =; hte King nina (0: hs FRY 
pede, of any, thing relating to 


Talk but; inthe 16h fort ic is 
Ns HO 7019} JIG ER o | : 


0) Daten” I: , vi. 
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any of 
you not In Wy UTI 
all Statu 


next Parliament, &c. Shall be of the ſame fo2ce as they were 
the laſt Day of that Sesſton, and from thencefozth, until ſome 

zr Act bo IUTNGNENL Vs ML, (OULInng the continuance of 
fame., &c. 


*Scill” this A& pretends to continue no more then 
ſuch as was continued ro the Third of Car. Primi , 
which-is- juſt'nothing to che purpole , and therefore ir 
was n6 Wonder that a Doubt was pretended ro be made 

-by che'over-long/Parliament, commonly called, The Pen- 

tionary Parliament ; Whether this At of the'35 of Blix, 
wasin-force or not; I muſt confels it is a very great Won- 
ders me, that they ſhould in the-leaſt Queſtion ariy 
thing relating to it}, for bythe ſame Rule that once the 
'Commioris at a Committee Jlidged Fourteen more then 
/T'wenty-One about an EleQtion , they might as well 
makea Doubr, aye; ard Judgeand Declare ic too, That: 
the Seſſion ending/the 4 of Jacobi, might reach three Sel. 
fions after to the 7 of Jacobs, withour much Ditficulty in 
their Judgement, eſpecially acthar time a day. 


However,there comes no Queſtion about the 35 of 
El;z. uncilthe 16-(ar. 24. and then the Houle of Com-: 
tons haveing a mind to proſecute the Canyenticklers, 
made an,A&t to prevent and ſuppreſs Seditious Conven- 
ticktes, and begins thus, VIZ. | = 


- Cathereas-by an-A& made ine 55h Bear of the Reign of ,;,,. ., 
our. ary JODUTL! 4140 , | beth , | 9 An A Cap. 4. 
To Reraſh the Que jeſties $ in their due "Obed} 


ped hoe Ir ig x fe, at 
rþ ear ad evident : 91D it is hereby ear That the . 
BE gs Price LOT rat: Evtontion; 
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FI 


Foz oviving therefoze of further and moze ſpeety Remedies 
Rotink | wing and s Practices of- Sediti 
Berries and other DEE , who under "_— 


| the King's mokt Exceltent DBajelly, &c. 


$:8. 23 lem. And by che laſt Claule in this Statute, is as follows : 
V I Z. Ly | i 


This being the whole that concerned the' Statute of 
the 35 of Hliz. it doth appear , That this laſt Statute is 
bur one intire Statute, and that part which declares the 

Statute of the 35 of Flix; to be in force, is joyned andan- 
nexedta the other part, and is but one Law , and hath its 
period at the time before prefixed ; and that Declarative 
part dyes with thereft, which hadits end the 2 24 of this 
King, andthatdid continue the 35 of Zliz, but co the end 
of the time- prefixed in the 4, andno longer; now 
that Seſſion being ended, in which the Three Years (ſpo- 

_ See the Role. Lun of inthe Statute) began the 16 and 17 of Caf. 24... 
The next Seflion begun the 17 Car. 2d. | 

| Thenext begunthe 18th of September, 1 666, inthe 19 
of Car. 2d, and ended the 8th of February following. 

The next Seſſions began,after the Three Years was ex« 
pired, the 10th of Oftober , 1667. and ended the gth of 
May, 1668, andthen continued by Adjournment to the 
Conenritenag 1 1th,of April, 1670,and ro the 24th of Oftober following, 

=p. the 22d of when this Conventickle A expired , being the 224d of 

car-26 Car. 24. asisbeforeexpreſſed. 


See the Role. 


[This being tke Caſe, there is no longer any'pretence 
forthe 3 of Blix beingyerin force; newichſſan ling an 
Objetion made, which is, that alrho'the Convemickle 
AR betxpire9; atid withit'the Branch of the 


part; yerit being once declared, es 
39% 4 g00g, 


—O— 


ul 


(9) 
good, notwithſtanding the 48 ir ſelf dye : to which Ob- 
© Aion, [ anſwer, and fart I would _ if the Statute of 
35 of Flix, be expired, as undoubcedly it is, as is above 
ſhown before this Conventicle A# was made; :if ſo, then 


I ſay the Declarative part in this Conventickle-Srature, 


cannot inforce or give Lifg to any thing longer then it 
lives it ſelf. 


And then again, I would ask if the Declaring part in 
this Conventicle AR, after itſelf isextinguiſhed, caq be 
Read as2 Law toinforceanother,which hath no being of 
a Law init ſelf, for then it neceflarily follows, that ancx- 
pired Law is as authentick as 2 Law in being. 


But to finiſh this matter, as no Man of Judgement can ima- 
gh a fed o no Man of Honeſty, (1 dare ſay) can 0- 
vermuch grieve at the loſs of two ſuch Afts , much leſs will be 
ſtrain ot paſar Ard ro wo 
es Laverte 35 f Elincm, | 


